Transportation and Mobility Workshop Summary
July 25, 2019
The City of Montrose hosted a Transportation and Mobility Workshop on July 25, 2019 at City
Hall. This workshop was part of the planning process for the Envision 2040 Montrose
Comprehensive Plan. Dave Bowman, City Mayor, welcomed the participants and introduced the
meeting facilitator, Noelle Hagan. The meeting began with an open house and refreshments.
Interpretation services were also available. The community gathering included approximately 35
participants plus City Council and staff. The goal of the workshop was to review the
Comprehensive Plan process and provide information on existing conditions and growth trends.
Attendees participated in a keypad polling exercise to provide feedback on issues related to
transportation. Scott Murphy, City Engineer, gave a brief presentation on transportation issues
and Blaine Hall, Chief of Police, gave a brief speech on public safety.
After the presentations, participants were
divided into six groups. Each group was
provided with the same map of the City of
Montrose showing transportation routes
within the City and a set of three sticky
notes in different colors. Participants
provided input on the maps with
comments on their sticky notes related to
strengths (blue), potential changes
(yellow) and opportunities (orange)
related to transportation and mobility.
Stars were put on those sticky notes
where a majority of the group agreed with
that particular issue. After the small group
exercise, a spokesperson from each group
presented one strength, one change and
one opportunity to the large group.

Keypad Polling Summary
1. How long have you lived in the Montrose Area?
Answers

Responses
Percent

Less than 1 year

Count

8.89%

4

1 to 5 years

22.22%

10

6 to 10 years

15.56%

7

20%

9

11 years or more
Totals

100%

45

2. What is your age?
Answers

Responses
Percent

Under 18

Count
0%

0

19-29 years

6.98%

3

30-44 years

18.6%

8

45-65 years

44.19%

19

Over 65 years

30.23%

13

100%

43

Totals

3. What race or ethnicity do you identify yourself with?
Answers

Responses
Percent

White or
Caucasian

Count

93.18%

41

American Indian
or Alaska Native

2.27%

1

Black or African
American

0%

0

Latino/Hispanic

4.55%

2

Multiracial

0%

0

Asian / Pacific
Islander

0%

0

Other

0%

0

100%

44

Totals

4. We should encourage the use of alternate forms of transportation (bikes, walking,
public transit) to reduce traffic congestion.
Answers

Responses
Percent

Strongly Agree

Count
60%

27

Agree

22.22%

10

Neutral

13.33%

6

Disagree

4.44%

2

0%

0

100%

45

Strongly Disagree
Totals

5. Which of the following would best address traffic issues in Montrose?
Answers

Responses
Percent

Widen roads

Count

4.55%

2

Create a bypass

18.18%

8

More road connections
within town

31.82%

14

Create more pedestrian
& bike paths

34.09%

15

More public
transportation

9.09%

4

Other

2.27%

1

100%

44

Totals

6. Which statement do you most agree with regarding parking in Montrose?
Answers

Responses
Percent

Count

Improve existing
downtown parking

45.45%

20

Increase amount of
downtown parking

18.18%

8

Too much parking –
repurpose empty lots

15.91%

7

No changes needed

13.64%

6

Add parking garages

6.82%

3

100%

44

Totals

7. Which of our major transportation gateways needs to be most visually improved?
Answers

Responses
Percent

Count

North Townsend / Hwy
50 North

43.18%

19

South Townsend / Hwy
550 South

9.09%

4

East Main St / Hwy 50
East

13.64%

6

West Main St / Hwy 90
West

2.27%

1

31.82%

14

100%

44

All of the above
Totals

Small Group Summary
The following list summarizes the strengths, changes and opportunities identified in the small
groups. Please note that the comments listed are not necessarily verbatim from the small groups,
but when appropriate were synthesized with trends identified. Those items marked with an *,
indicate an item where there was a great deal of agreement. An online interactive map is also
available on the Comprehensive Plan website for the public to provide additional input; and
verbatim comments from the small groups were entered into that site as well.
Some of the themes identified in the mapping comments included: new developments throughout
town are positive (new trails, bike lanes, sidewalks, parking, and roundabouts); changes and
opportunities needed included sidewalks and bike paths, road connections, realignments, traffic
flow, accessibility, and alternative transportation options. The feedback received at this meeting
and future workshops will help guide development of the Comprehensive Plan and future vision,
goals, and recommendations for the final Envision 2040 Montrose Comprehensive Plan.
Strengths
 *Connect Trail
 Pedestrian underpasses
 *Roundabouts
 Hillcrest extension
 *New developments include sidewalks
 *Bike paths & bike lanes, lots of low volume routes for bikes, including Park Ave
 *Diagonal parking
 Airport is nice
 Service station for bikes at rec center
 All Points Transit Center
 *Electric charging stations
 Hillcrest to Oak Grove—great multi-use sidewalk
Changes
 Existing Road Improvement and Connectivity:
o Connection to U.S. 50 north of airport from Main Street
o *North-South connectivity, 6700, Rio Grande, Oak Grove etc.
o *Connect Woodgate to East Oak Grove
o *Rio Grande re-alignment
o *Woodgate connection to Townsend is dangerous, not useful
o Timing of lights on S. Townsend is really off
o Close the access to and from S. Townsend to Woodgate
 Biking & Walking:
o Sidewalks, shoulders & bike paths on Rio Grande & Ogden
o *Sidewalks & bike paths on Chipeta
o Defective & missing sidewalks in some parts of town
o Main St. and Junction intersection is bad for pedestrians
o Light on (Rio) Grande is not bicyclist-responsive
o Need a safe route to the hospital
o Park & Main pedestrian crossing needs more protection



o *Can’t bike or walk to Johnson
o Selig & Main accessibility ramp
o Sidewalk to nowhere (Odelle Rd.)
o Improve sidewalk ADA accessibility
o *Airport accessibility: walking, biking and transit
Miscellaneous:
o Better wayfinding for downtown parking lots
o *Chipeta and W. Main intersection
o Lighting on West Oak Grove Rd
o *Parking & traffic on Main St. downtown
o *Improve street maintenance in old part of town
o Intersection safety at bypass and 6530
o Bus stops with benches
o Address non-local traffic issues (volume)

Opportunities
 Road Improvement, Connectivity, Traffic Flow:
o Extend S. Rio Grande to J.C. Penney
o *Create other commercial corridors to spread the traffic out
o Decrease congestion at Main and Townsend, east-west
o Build an East-West bypass
o Bus, transit only lane on Townsend
o Fix pot holes
 Alternative Transportation (Walking, Biking, Transit, Etc.)
o Connect sidewalks and add road between Target and Home Depot
o Lighting and sidewalks on Hwy 90 from 6400 Rd to Chipeta
o Finish trail to Taviwach
o *Uber and downtown shuttle
o Extend bike paths to southern destinations
o *Add East-West bike lanes
o Bike lane on Chipeta, or multi-use isolated path
o Trails to the East
o Pedestrian bridge over Townsend
o Multi-modal transit hub: bike, pedestrian, park and ride, vanpool, bus
o More mountain bike trails
o Crosswalks on Hwy 50, slower speeds?
o Pedestrian underpass to access Johnson school (Safe Routes to Schools Grant)
o Expand bike library
o More bike parking at businesses, especially grocery stores
o Car share
o Bike repair stations
 Other:
o Accommodate more freight flights into the airport
o *Better coordination between the City and the County
o Improve visual attractiveness of area north of airport
o Improve RV dump station

Small Group Maps

