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Concrete Washout Area (CWA)

MM-1

Description
Concrete waste management involves
designating and properly managing a
specific area of the construction site as a
concrete washout area. A concrete
washout area can be created using one of
several approaches designed to receive
wash water from washing of tools and
concrete mixer chutes, liquid concrete
waste from dump trucks, mobile batch
mixers, or pump trucks. Three basic
approaches are available: excavation of a
pit in the ground, use of an above ground
storage area, or use of prefabricated haulaway concrete washout containers.
Surface discharges of concrete washout
water from construction sites are prohibited. Photograph CWA-1. Example of concrete washout area. Note gravel
tracking pad for access and sign.

Appropriate Uses
Concrete washout areas must be designated on all sites that will generate concrete wash water or liquid
concrete waste from onsite concrete mixing or concrete delivery.
Because pH is a pollutant of concern for washout activities, when unlined pits are used for concrete
washout, the soil must have adequate buffering capacity to result in protection of state groundwater
standards; otherwise, a liner/containment must be used. The following management practices are
recommended to prevent an impact from unlined pits to groundwater:


The use of the washout site should be temporary (less than 1 year), and



The washout site should be not be located in an area where shallow groundwater may be present, such
as near natural drainages, springs, or wetlands.

Design and Installation
Concrete washout activities must be conducted in a manner that does not contribute pollutants to surface
waters or stormwater runoff. Concrete washout areas may be lined or unlined excavated pits in the
ground, commercially manufactured prefabricated washout containers, or aboveground holding areas
constructed of berms, sandbags or straw bales with a plastic liner.
Although unlined washout areas may be used, lined pits may be required to protect groundwater under
certain conditions.
Concrete Washout Area
Do not locate an unlined washout area within 400 feet Functions
of any natural drainage pathway or waterbody or
Erosion Control
No
within 1,000 feet of any wells or drinking water
Sediment Control
No
sources. Even for lined concrete washouts, it is
advisable to locate the facility away from waterbodies
Site/Material Management
Yes
and drainage paths. If site constraints make these
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setbacks infeasible or if highly permeable soils exist in the area, then the pit must be installed with an
impermeable liner (16 mil minimum thickness) or surface storage alternatives using prefabricated
concrete washout devices or a lined aboveground storage area should be used.
Design details with notes are provided in Detail CWA-1 for pits and CWA-2 for aboveground storage
areas. Pre-fabricated concrete washout container information can be obtained from vendors.

Maintenance and Removal
A key consideration for concrete washout areas is to ensure that adequate signage is in place identifying
the location of the washout area. Part of inspecting and maintaining washout areas is ensuring that
adequate signage is provided and in good repair and that the washout area is being used, as opposed to
washout in non-designated areas of the site.
Remove concrete waste in the washout area, as needed to maintain BMP function (typically when filled to
about two-thirds of its capacity). Collect concrete waste and deliver offsite to a designated disposal
location.
Upon termination of use of the washout site, accumulated solid waste, including concrete waste and any
contaminated soils, must be removed from the site to prevent on-site disposal of solid waste. If the wash
water is allowed to evaporate and the concrete hardens, it may be recycled.

Photograph CWA-2. Prefabricated concrete washout. Photo
courtesy of CDOT.

CWA-2

Photograph CWA-3. Earthen concrete washout. Photo
courtesy of CDOT.
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Check Dams (CD)

EC-12

Description
Check dams are temporary grade control
structures placed in drainage channels to
limit the erosivity of stormwater by
reducing flow velocity. Check dams are
typically constructed from rock, gravel
bags, sand bags, or sometimes,
proprietary devices. Reinforced check
dams are typically constructed from rock
and wire gabion. Although the primary
function of check dams is to reduce the
velocity of concentrated flows, a
secondary benefit is sediment trapping
upstream of the structure.

Photograph CD-1. Rock check dams in a roadside ditch. Photo
courtesy of WWE.

Appropriate Uses
Use as a grade control for temporary drainage ditches or swales until final soil stabilization measures are
established upstream and downstream. Check dams can be used on mild or moderately steep slopes.
Check dams may be used under the following conditions:


As temporary grade control facilities along waterways until final stabilization is established.



Along permanent swales that need protection prior to installation of a non-erodible lining.



Along temporary channels, ditches or swales that need protection where construction of a nonerodible lining is not practicable.



Reinforced check dams should be used in areas subject to high flow velocities.

Design and Installation
Place check dams at regularly spaced intervals along the drainage swale or ditch. Check dams heights
should allow for pools to develop upstream of each check dam, extending to the downstream toe of the
check dam immediately upstream.
When rock is used for the check dam, place rock mechanically or by hand. Do not dump rocks into the
drainage channel. Where multiple check dams are used, the top of the lower dam should be at the same
elevation as the toe of the upper dam.
When reinforced check dams are used, install erosion control fabric under and around the check dam to
prevent erosion on the upstream and downstream sides. Each
Check Dams
section of the dam should be keyed in to reduce the potential
for washout or undermining. A rock apron upstream and
Functions
downstream of the dam may be necessary to further control
Erosion Control
Yes
erosion.
Sediment Control
Moderate
Site/Material Management
No
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Design details with notes are provided for the following types of check dams:


Rock Check Dams (CD-1)



Reinforced Check Dams (CD-2)

Sediment control logs may also be used as check dams; however, silt fence is not appropriate for use as a
check dam. Many jurisdictions also prohibit or discourage use of straw bales for this purpose.

Maintenance and Removal
Replace missing rocks causing voids in the check dam. If gravel bags or sandbags are used, replace or
repair torn or displaced bags.
Remove accumulated sediment, as needed to maintain BMP effectiveness, typically before the sediment
depth upstream of the check dam is within ½ of the crest height. Remove accumulated sediment prior to
mulching, seeding, or chemical soil stabilization. Removed sediment can be incorporated into the
earthwork with approval from the Project Engineer, or disposed of at an alternate location in accordance
with the standard specifications.
Check dams constructed in permanent swales should be removed when perennial grasses have become
established, or immediately prior to installation of a non-erodible lining. All of the rock and accumulated
sediment should be removed, and the area seeded and mulched, or otherwise stabilized.

CD-2
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Sediment Control Log (SCL)

SC-2

Description
A sediment control log is a linear roll
made of natural materials such as
straw, coconut fiber, or other fibrous
material trenched into the ground and
held with a wooden stake. Sediment
control logs are also often referred to
as "straw wattles." They are used as a
sediment barrier to intercept sheet flow
runoff from disturbed areas.

Appropriate Uses
Sediment control logs can be used in
the following applications to trap
sediment:


As perimeter control for stockpiles
and the site.



As part of inlet protection designs.



As check dams in small drainage
ditches. (Sediment control logs
are not intended for use in
channels with high flow
velocities.)

Photographs SCL-1 and SCL-2. Sediment control logs used as 1) a
perimeter control around a soil stockpile; and, 2) as a "J-hook"
perimeter control at the corner of a construction site.



On disturbed slopes to shorten flow
lengths (as an erosion control).



As part of multi-layered perimeter control along a receiving water such as a stream, pond or wetland.

Sediment control logs work well in combination with other layers of erosion and sediment controls.

Design and Installation
Sediment control logs should be installed along the contour to avoid concentrating flows. The maximum
allowable tributary drainage area per 100 lineal feet of sediment control log, installed along the contour, is
approximately 0.25 acres with a disturbed slope length of up to 150 feet and a tributary slope gradient no
steeper than 3:1. Longer and steeper slopes require additional measures. This recommendation only
applies to sediment control logs installed along the contour. When installed for other uses, such as
perimeter control, it should be installed in a way that will not
produce concentrated flows. For example, a "J-hook"
Sediment Control Log
installation may be appropriate to force runoff to pond and
Functions
evaporate or infiltrate in multiple areas rather than concentrate
Erosion Control
Moderate
and cause erosive conditions parallel to the BMP.
Sediment Control
Yes
Site/Material Management
No
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Although sediment control logs initially allow runoff to flow through the BMP, they can quickly become
a barrier and should be installed is if they are impermeable.
Design details and notes for sediment control logs are provided in Detail SCL-1. Sediment logs must be
properly trenched and staked into the ground to prevent undercutting, bypassing and displacement. When
installed on slopes, sediment control logs should be installed along the contours (i.e., perpendicular to
flow).
Improper installation can lead to poor performance. Be sure that sediment control logs are properly
trenched, anchored and tightly jointed.

Maintenance and Removal
Be aware that sediment control logs will eventually degrade. Remove accumulated sediment before the
depth is one-half the height of the sediment log and repair damage to the sediment log, typically by
replacing the damaged section.
Once the upstream area is stabilized, remove and properly dispose of the logs. Areas disturbed beneath
the logs may need to be seeded and mulched. Sediment control logs that are biodegradable may
occasionally be left in place (e.g., when logs are used in conjunction with erosion control blankets as
permanent slope breaks). However, removal of sediment control logs after final stabilization is typically
recommended when used in perimeter control, inlet protection and check dam applications.

SCL-2
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Inlet Protection (IP)

SC-6

Description
Inlet protection consists of permeable
barriers installed around an inlet to
filter runoff and remove sediment prior
to entering a storm drain inlet. Inlet
protection can be constructed from rock
socks, sediment control logs, silt fence,
block and rock socks, or other materials
approved by the local jurisdiction.
Area inlets can also be protected by
over-excavating around the inlet to
form a sediment trap.

Appropriate Uses
Install protection at storm sewer inlets
Photograph IP-1. Inlet protection for a curb opening inlet.
that are operable during construction.
Consider the potential for tracked-out
sediment or temporary stockpile areas to contribute sediment to inlets when determining which inlets
must be protected. This may include inlets in the general proximity of the construction area, not limited
to downgradient inlets. Inlet protection is not a stand-alone BMP and should be used in conjunction with
other upgradient BMPs.

Design and Installation
To function effectively, inlet protection measures must be installed to ensure that flows do not bypass the
inlet protection and enter the storm drain without treatment. However, designs must also enable the inlet
to function without completely blocking flows into the inlet in a manner that causes localized flooding.
When selecting the type of inlet protection, consider factors such as type of inlet (e.g., curb or area, sump
or on-grade conditions), traffic, anticipated flows, ability to secure the BMP properly, safety and other
site-specific conditions. For example, block and rock socks will be better suited to a curb and gutter
along a roadway, as opposed to silt fence or sediment control logs, which cannot be properly secured in a
curb and gutter setting, but are effective area inlet protection measures.
Several inlet protection designs are provided in the Design Details. Additionally, a variety of proprietary
products are available for inlet protection that may be approved for use by local governments. If
proprietary products are used, design details and installation procedures from the manufacturer must be
followed. Regardless of the type of inlet protection selected, inlet protection is most effective when
combined with other BMPs such as curb socks and check dams. Inlet protection is often the last barrier
before runoff enters the storm sewer or receiving water.
Inlet Protection
(various forms)

Design details with notes are provided for these forms of inlet
protection:
IP-1. Block and Rock Sock Inlet Protection for Sump or On-grade
Inlets
IP-2. Curb (Rock) Socks Upstream of Inlet Protection, On-grade
Inlets
August 2013
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Inlet Protection (IP)

IP-3. Rock Sock Inlet Protection for Sump/Area Inlet
IP-4. Silt Fence Inlet Protection for Sump/Area Inlet
IP-5. Over-excavation Inlet Protection
IP-6. Straw Bale Inlet Protection for Sump/Area Inlet
CIP-1. Culvert Inlet Protection
Propriety inlet protection devices should be installed in accordance with manufacturer specifications.
More information is provided below on selecting inlet protection for sump and on-grade locations.

Inlets Located in a Sump
When applying inlet protection in sump conditions, it is important that the inlet continue to function
during larger runoff events. For curb inlets, the maximum height of the protective barrier should be lower
than the top of the curb opening to allow overflow into the inlet during larger storms without excessive
localized flooding. If the inlet protection height is greater than the curb elevation, particularly if the filter
becomes clogged with sediment, runoff will not enter the inlet and may bypass it, possibly causing
localized flooding, public safety issues, and downstream erosion and damage from bypassed flows.
Area inlets located in a sump setting can be protected through the use of silt fence, concrete block and
rock socks (on paved surfaces), sediment control logs/straw wattles embedded in the adjacent soil and
stacked around the area inlet (on pervious surfaces), over-excavation around the inlet, and proprietary
products providing equivalent functions.

Inlets Located on a Slope
For curb and gutter inlets on paved sloping streets, block and rock sock inlet protection is recommended
in conjunction with curb socks in the gutter leading to the inlet. For inlets located along unpaved roads,
also see the Check Dam Fact Sheet.

Maintenance and Removal
Inspect inlet protection frequently. Inspection and maintenance guidance includes:


Inspect for tears that can result in sediment directly entering the inlet, as well as result in the contents
of the BMP (e.g., gravel) washing into the inlet.



Check for improper installation resulting in untreated flows bypassing the BMP and directly entering
the inlet or bypassing to an unprotected downstream inlet. For example, silt fence that has not been
properly trenched around the inlet can result in flows under the silt fence and directly into the inlet.



Look for displaced BMPs that are no longer protecting the inlet. Displacement may occur following
larger storm events that wash away or reposition the inlet protection. Traffic or equipment may also
crush or displace the BMP.



Monitor sediment accumulation upgradient of the inlet protection.

IP-2

Urban Drainage and Flood Control District
Urban Storm Drainage Criteria Manual Volume 3

August 2013

Inlet Protection (IP)

SC-6



Remove sediment accumulation from the area upstream of the inlet protection, as needed to maintain
BMP effectiveness, typically when it reaches no more than half the storage capacity of the inlet
protection. For silt fence, remove sediment when it accumulates to a depth of no more than 6 inches.
Remove sediment accumulation from the area upstream of the inlet protection as needed to maintain
the functionality of the BMP.



Propriety inlet protection devices should be inspected and maintained in accordance with
manufacturer specifications. If proprietary inlet insert devices are used, sediment should be removed
in a timely manner to prevent devices from breaking and spilling sediment into the storm drain.

Inlet protection must be removed and properly disposed of when the drainage area for the inlet has
reached final stabilization.
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APPENDIX C
SWMP and Control Measure Revision Log

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN RECORD OF REVISIONS/AMENDMENTS
Revision
Number
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

Date

Description of Revision/Amendment

Revision/Amendment Prepared By:
(Name and Title)

RECORD OF NEW CONTROL MEASURES ADDED TO THE SITE

Name

Description/
Function

Installation/Implementation
Specifications

Inspection/Maintenance
Specifications

APPENDIX D
Site Inspection Form and Reports

Construction Stormwater Permit Inspection Report
Site Name/Address: ____________________________Inspection Date: ___

Time: ______

Inspector’s Name/Title: _______________________________________________________________________

TYPE OF INSPECTION (choose one):

7-Day

14-Day

30-Day (Post Construction)

Post-Precipitation Event

Weather conditions at time of inspection:
Estimated disturbance at time of inspection (acres):

_____________

Phase of construction at time of inspection:
INSPECTION ELEMENTS1
ILLICIT DISCHARGE OCCURED?
Verify

OBSERVATIONS, DEFICIENCIES
AND CORRECTIVE ACTIONS
Yes

No

Perimeter
All Disturbed Areas
Designated Haul Routes
Material/Waste Storage Areas
Stormwater Runoff Areas
Vehicle Access Areas

CONTROL MEASURES
Inadequate?

Yes

No

Maintenance Required?

Yes

No

Failure Observed?

Yes

No

Additional Required?

Yes

No

Yes

No

POLLUTANT SOURCES
Any New Sources

I verify that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, all corrective action and maintenance items identified during the
inspection are complete, and the site is currently in compliance with the permit.

Qualified Stormwater Manager Signature: __________________________________
1

Date: ______________

If “Yes” is checked in any box, provide a description of the cause of release, control measure, location, maintenance/corrective action
required, action taken, and date action was complete.
Rev: 03/13/2019

APPENDIX E
Spill Report Form and Reports

Construction Stormwater Pollution Prevention
Spill Report Form
Spill Reported By:

Phone Number:

Details
Date Reported:

Time:

Date of Spill:

Time:

Name of the Facility:
Describe Spill Location and Events Leading to Spill:

Material Spilled:
Source of Spill:
AMOUNT OF THE SPILL (GALLONS OR POUNDS):

Containment and Cleanup
Containment or Cleanup Action:

Date and Time Cleanup Completed or Terminated:
Description of Materials Contaminated:

Label on the Drum of Cleanup Materials:

Signed:
Name

_____________________________
Title

